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1. Pre-pandemic policies & vulnerability |

“Our approach to equality seeks to recognise the impact of intersectionality
where people who share more than one protected characteristic are at risk of
multiple disadvantages, inequity, discrimination, harassment and victimisation.

(City and County of Swansea Strategic Equality Plan 2020-2024", p.4)
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Judith Butler This interpretation of vulnerability expresses a...

“ in which certain populations
suffer from failing social and economic networks of support
more than others, and become differentially exposed to
injury, violence and death”. (Butler, 2015:33)
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1. Pre-pandemic policies & vulnerability Il

“Feedback from the consultation also suggested that we explore ways in
which can be increased and the use of other
community safety measures to address the problem.”

(City and County of Swansea Strategic Equality Plan
2020-2024”, p.25)

Biopolitics that support the functioning of existing
policies are aimed at identifying vulnerabilities and...

“..intervene at the level at which these general
phenomena are determined, to intervene at the level
of their generality” (Foucault, [1976] 2003: 246).

‘R TIMELY AND PRESCIENT-BQOK, MAINLY BECAUS

OF WHAT IT SAYS ABOUT THE WAY IN CH WAR |

IS NECESSARY AS A MEANS OF CONTROL', | |
! '\» ,, New Statesman

TRANSLATED BY DAVID HACEY

COVINFORM



INFORM

2. Pandemic policies & vulnerability |

“The Welsh Government is responsible for the public health response to
the coronavirus pandemic in Wales. It is doing this by exercising its legal
powers to impose restrictions that

, and by overseeing the Welsh NHS”

(Welsh Government website, dated 5/5/2020)

The pandemic reveals how the impotentiality in politics...

“corresponds to the essential inoperativity of humankind”
(Agamben, 2015: 278)
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“Any decisions will first and foremost prioritise
the , identifying those measures
that can have the greatest impact whilst
minimising other harms. This includes
minimising the differential impact on

V4

(“Coronavirus control plan for Wales”, August
2020: p.20)

August 2020
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2. Pandemic policies & vulnerability Il

The construction of a category of vulnerable people that can be “let die” (Butler,
2020):

1. Narrow assumptions of people’s organisation of life

“A more targeted approach should mean there are fewer restrictions to unwind.”
(Coronavirus control plan for Wales, August 2020, p. 23).

“Especially with a background in health improvement and wellbeing, it's a
massive impact, isn't it, being isolated. Sometimes health protection and that
precautionary principle didn't quite marry up what | felt with like,

(Public Health Wales ‘Guidance Cell’ official)
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2. Pandemic policies & vulnerability IV

The construction of a category of vulnerable people that can be “let die” (Butler, 2020):
2. Ethics of care shifted upon infection

“Because we're going to be overwhelmed with patients needing hospital beds, we have to
put up a cut-off point, we have to draw the line. This is just dreadful, really at that the time
was dreadful that those over 50, we may need to have to make more harsh decisions about
their care needs and whether or not we can facilitate for example, an ICU bed or providing
them with CPAP. So it wasn't even patients of like 70,
80 or 90.

Protect the NHS

V4

(Senior Nurse in a South Wales hospital)
Keep Wales Safe

COVINFORM



i

= =
—
Learning Disability Wales
Anabledd Dysgu Cymru
Home @ Joint response to Coronavirus outbreak across Wales @ Back

3. Conclusions R Halis s

To weswl Joint response to Coronavirus outbreak
across Wales

Cymraeg = Covid-19 hub  Latest hearin Published: 19.03.2020 | Written by Grace Krause, Policy Officer
Nursing & &=
MldWlfer\/ Search the register e — ““i "EB' -
Council Confirm a nurse, midwife or nur — S =1 Welsh national disability organisations raise concerns about the impact on disabled
A — N . people living with pre-existing medical conditions
About us Standards Education Concerns Registratio - C— Disability Wales, All Wales People First, Wales Council of the Blind, All Wales Parents and Carers

-
I
\
’
9

Forum, Learning Disability Wales and Mencap Cymru call on the UK and Welsh Governments to act

m > News > News andupdates

>
tement on the disproportipnate impactyofgCovid-19 g people from Black, Asiangng minarity ethnic
igﬁaﬁemenf on.El:he dlsproporﬁlonafe Covid-19: FFT raise Government’s lack of support
impact of Covid-19 on people from for Travellers with Council of Europe
Black, Asian and minority ethnic T
b a c kg r-o u n d S Today, Friends Families and Travellers wrote to Dunja Mijatovic, Commissioner for Human

Rights at the Council of Europe to voice concerns about the lack of UK Government support
27.04.20 for Gypsies, Roma and Travellers during the coronavirus pandemic (Covid-19).

27 April 2020
The letter urges the Commissioner for Human Rights to put pressure on the UK Government.

Commenting on the disproportionate impact of Covid-19 on people from Black, Asian Thecomanrotine letiey canbeound beiow:

and minority ethnic backgrounds, Andrea Sutcliffe CBE, Chief Executive and Registrar

“Re: Lack of UK Government support for Gypsies, Roma and Travellers during Covid-19
of the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC), said:

Dear Commissioner

We write in response to your statement urging Governments to ensure equal protection and
COVIRTFORM 8




INFORM
References

Agamben, G. (2015). The Use of Bodies. Stanford: Stanford University Press.
Butler, J. (2020). The Force of Nonviolence: An ethico-political bind. Verso: London and New York

Butler, J. (2015). Notes Towards the Performative Theory of Assemblage. Cambridge: Harvard University
Press.

Casarino, C. & Negri, A. (2004). “It’s a Powerful Life: A Conversation on Contemporary Philosophy”, Cultural
Critique 57: 151-183.

Dennett, D.C. (1995) Darwin’s Dangerous Idea: Evolution and the Meanings of Life, London: Allen Lane.
Foucault, M. ([1976] 2003). Society Must Be Defended: Lectures at the Collége de France, 1975-76. Picador.

Schoufour JD, Mitnitski A, Rockwood K, Evenhuis HM, Echteld MA. (2013). Development of a frailty index
for older people with intellectual disabilities: results from the HA-ID study. Res Dev Disabil; 34(5):1541-
55.

Smith, W.J. (2000). Culture of Death: The Assault on Medical Ethics in America. New York: Encounter Books.

Tyner, J. (2016). Violence in Capitalism: Devaluing Life in an Age of Responsibility. Nebraska University
Press.

COVINFORM 9



$5% COVINFORM
a4

% SALAMAT é
MAAKE ﬂ_g MO!S!LLE&% OMULTUMESC

TERMA KASIH RAIBH MAITH AGAT U) { L AAT

e MULTUMESC 2 MERCI £ e

ARG OBRIGADO .cocunm
enze [ HANKASANTE
MATUR NUWUN
MATONDO Z KIITOS
CHOKRAI’:EER&HISPE _I

SPASIBEOR <L ARIGATO KISk %

CERIGADC m I MOCHCHAKKERAM NIRR]NGRAZZ]AK

D.l ] IOBRIGADO .

=

TON DO

¥ 8
A
<o
ulb
m 3

G‘
%
2

MULTUME

VINA

NIRRINGRAZZJAK
MAMANA

Questions?

SPASIBO

COVINFORM 10



